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BRANCH  STORES 


4184  COLLEGE  AVE. 
II  S  RITTER 


24    WEST   WASHINGTON  STREET 
IIVDIAJCAPOLIS,  INDIANA 


June  14,  19 A!* 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foiindation, 
Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana. 

Attention:  Mr.  M.  A.  Cook. 

Gentlemen: 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  June  13th 
with  reference  to  the  photograph  of 
STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS,  it  may  be  that  you 
did  not  receive  the  letter  that  was  en- 
closed with  the  photograph,  hut  we 
recently  secured  the  original  painting 
of  STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS  and  sent  you  the 
photograph  of  this  painting,  thinking 
perhaps  you  might  be  interested  in  the 
original  painting  and  if  so  we  would 
find  a  way  to  get  the  painting  into  your 
hands. 

If  you  are  not  interested  would  you 
be  good  enough  to  return  the  photograph 
to  The  H.  Lieber  Company,  24.  V/est  Washington 
Street,  Indianapolis? 

Yours  very  truly, 

THE  H.  LIEBER  COMPANY 


WH:EL 


Jmo  IB,  19hl 


The  1*  Idalbm  ikMspexs^ 
2k  Vest  mahingfcon  St« 
ZDaianapolis,  Indiana 

TlMBik  you  wy  aawli  far  oalllne  to  ©or  attention 
tlie  St^pbdo  A«  Dotiglas  painting*   V9  ba?e  ooofined  ourselves 
excluslTely  to  th©  eolXeotion  of  rare  pictures  to  the  one 
oharacter^  Abra^m  Lincoln •   ISht  eves  Stephen  A*  Douglas 
has  l>een  al>le  to  "break  into  our  ratJi«r  excXusive  oolleetion 
of  Lincolaiam.   "Sbsuck  you  D©ir«rth©less  far  siaklng  the 
aval2aT)illty  of  this  portrait. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Direotcr 


AMERICAN  NOTES  &  QUERIES 


A  Journal  jor  the  Curious 


7  West  44th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


H.  S.  Barker,  Esq. 
1653  S.  C-ramercy  Plaoe 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Dear  Mr.  Barker: 

We  are  enclosing  a  cutting  from 
the  May  issue  of  American  I'Totes  &  Queries 
a  query  submitted  by  Ee^^i}on  Arvin  and  one  "hich 
has,  as  yet,  received  no, satisfactory  answer. 

lir.  G-eorge  ^ort  Milton  tells  us  he 
is    at  TDresent,  unable  to  get  at  a-y  material 
in 'his  files  that  would  be  the  least  bit  helT)ful. 
His  recollection,  howev-r,  is  that  yor  are  related 
to  Douglas  and  that  the  supDOsed  daguerreoty^^e 
which  %ovi  sent  him  came  to  you  through  family 
sources.    My  recollection  further,  he  savs ,  is 
that  "in  sendincS  it,  he  gave  me  the  chain  of  m- 
herents  by  which  it  came  through,  his  hands. 

Your  comments  would,  of  course,  be 
of  considerable  interest,  not  only  to  the  original 
inquirer,  but  to  our  readers  in  general.  Contrib- 
utors mav,  if  they  prefer,  use  initials  rather 
than  signatures. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
'  liValt^r  Pilkitiiston 


»    Portrait  qf  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las. Facing  page  20  of  George  Fort 
Milton's  The  Eve  of  Conflict,  Bos- 
ton, 1934,  there  is  a  picture  of  a 
youth  entitled,  "Douglas  [Stephen 
A.]  Before  He  Went  West."  Ac- 
cording to^he  table  of  "Illustra- 
tions," this  picture  is  "from  a  copy 
of  an  old  daguerreotype  sent  to  the 
author  by  H.  E.  Barker,  Los  An- 
geles." As  Douglas  left  New  York 
State  for  the  West  in  1832,  and  as 
daguerreotypes  were  not  introduced 
into  this  country  until  the  end  of 
that  decade,  the  photograph  cannot 
be  of  the  person  in  question.  Is  it 
taken  from  a  daguerreotype,  then, 
or  IS  it  a  photograph  of  someone 
else? 
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SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 

EDWARD    S  PERF 


Aug,  C,  1941 


Walter  Pilhinton, 
Am,  notes  .'i  Ouerioa 
7       ■':4th  St.,  H.Y.C. 

Dear  iir: 

Replying  to  your  reoont  letter  regarding  tlie 
Douglao  portrait  u9od  trj  Goorgo  Fort  Milton  in  his  book 
"The  5vo  of  r:!onflict, "  I  dioclain  responsibility  for  the 
title  iiiOTQ  given  X  ^T^-aglaa  Tefor©  Kg  Wont  Vfeatc" 

Here  is  tlie  story  of  the  picturo: 

Alx)ut  twenty-five  yoara  ago,  ^ilo  in  tlie  Book 
Art  businoBS  in  5prin.r5riolcl,  Ills.  I  had  occasion  to  go 
to  nhica;^,  and  ?^hilo  there  I  called  on  Thurbor's  Art  Store 
v/here  t^iey  T/or-o  Iiaving  a  special  clearing  sale  of  prints, 
anon.?;  v;iii.dh  I  found  tlila  portrait  of  Douglas,  I  asked  the 
salosnan  to  explain  tlio  picture  as  I  had  never  "before  seen 
so  oarly  a  portrait  of  Douglas, 

Ho  told  u©  tiiat  00129  tino  back  an  old  lady  had 
brouf-ht  in  a  da^'-;uerrootype  for  tlie  purr.oae  of  liaving  re- 
pairs 2:ado  on  tlie  case,  tlie  liinge  of  whiah  vi&a  broken,  and 
had  stated  tliat  it  i^as  a  likeness  of  Douglas  as  a  young 
LTan,  Tlioir  iutoi'est  v/as  excited  to  tlio  extent  tliat  they  liad 
it  ocpiod  in  enlarged  sizo,  ("11  X  V''  inches)  and  tliese  wore 
"touahod-up"  vdtli  India  ink.  One  copy  me  made  1^  X  1?  inoliot 
but  of  tlio  Qijallor  siao  twelve  copies  wore  lade.  Only  one 
had  bDon  disposed  of  and  I  purcliased  all  tJio  others.  These 
I  offos'od  at  L\y  atoro  as  portraits  of  "young  Ftouglas,  from 
an  old  dagiiorrooty:^©"  -  a  title  tliat  does  not  conflict  with 
the  facts  at  any  j^oint. 

Hioro  is  no  question  in  ny  nind  as  to  its  identity, 
ajid  I  account  for  any  cliange  in  likonooo  to  tlie  "touching-up' 
prooeos  Ijy  tlie  artist,  \nxt  as  for  being  :nado  "Dofore  He  Went 
Wost"  -  tliat  I  liold  to  bo  a  litemry  lioenoo  to  vrhioh  I  can- 
not, in  view  of  tlie  facto,  subscrilTO. 


Sincerely, 


AMERICAN  NOTES  §  QUERIES 


A  Journal  for  the  Curious 


7  West  44th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Augu.st  14,  1941 


H,  E.  Barker,  Esq. 
155'5  S.  Grame  cy  Place 
Los  Angel-s,  Calif. 

Dear  Mr.  Barker: 

Thank  you  for  you.r  very  interesting 
note  on  the  Douglas  portrait.     It  will  go  into 
an  early  issue  of  AU&Q  --  probably  the  September  -- 
but  in  any  event  we  shall  send  jov  a  copy. 

And  since  you  have  given  us  your  con- 
sent Y'le  shall  run  your  name  beneath  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Walter  Pilkin,2;ton 
Editor 


Douglass,  Stephen  A« 


His  Dedates  with  Lincoln  ix  1S58 


PiioTOGUAPii  OP  Stephen  A.  Douglas  Taken  Durin. 

Lincoln  was  now  49  years  of  a«c;  Douj;las  was  -15  years— Tliis  nepative  was  taken  after  Douglas 
defeated  Lincoln  for  the  United  States  Senate,  wliieli  was  followed  two  years  later 
by   Lincoln's  defeat  of  Douglas  for   President  of  United  States 


Original  in  the  Collection  of  American  Celebritie^ — Owned 
by  Mr.  L.  C.  Handy  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


I 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES 


AN  UNUSUAL  PORTRAIT  OF  STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS 

In  Illinois  the  face  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  is  almost  as  well  known 
as  Abraham  Lincoln's.  An  extremely  short,  deep-chested  man,  he  is  al- 
ways depicted  with  a  smooth-shaven  face.  The  Journal  editors  were  sur- 
prised to  find  in  Harper's  Weekly  for  December  26,  1857,  a  picture  of  the 
Little  Giant  with  a  beard.  Accompanying  the  portrait  in  Harper's  is  the 
following: 

The  public  will  recognize  the  portrait  given  on  this  page;  few  Ameri- 
cans are  ignorant  of  the  features  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Certainly  no 
statesman  in  this  country  stands  so  prominently  before  the  public  at  the 
present  time  as  the  famous  Senator  from  Illinois. 

A  notation  on  the  picture  states  that  it  is  from  a  photograph  by 
Whitehurst,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  NOTE  ON  THE  EARLY  TRAVELS  OF 
JOHN  JAMES  AUDUBON  IN  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS 

The  travels  of  John  James  Audubon  have  long  been  of  interest  to  the 
people  of  America,  and  a  revival  of  that  interest  has  taken  place  since  the 
republication,  at  popular  prices,  of  his  B/rJs  Of  America.'^  His  first  travels 
in  southern  Illinois  are  of  special  interest  to  those  persons  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  territory  of  Illinois  known  as  Egypt,  which,  in  its  long 
and  illustrious  history,  has  been  the  veritable  crossroads  of  America. 

In  1808,  Audubon,  with  a  friend,  Ferdinand  Ror.ier,  a  young  French- 
man who  had  returned  with  him  from  France,  had  set  up  a  mercantile 
business  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Finding  competition  unduly  keen,  they 
removed  to  Henderson,  Kentucky.  The  competition  in  that  city  was 
extremely  keen  also,  and  the  two  partners  resolved  to  move  their  goods 
and  business  to  Ste.  Genevieve,  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Accordingly, 
in  December  of  1810,  the  two  partners  loaded  their  goods,  consisting  of 
"three  hundred  barrels  of  whiskey,  sundry  goods,  and  powder  on  a  keel 
boat"  and  started  down  the  Ohio  River  to  the  Mississippi,  which  they 

'  Several  editions  ol  this  celebrated  work  li.ivc  Ikcii  issued  within  recent  years. 
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